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Structure of the EYFS
At Charlton-on-Otmoor C.E. Primary School, children enter the Foundation Stage Unit (FSU) the term after they turn three, and remain there until the end of their Reception year.

The Reception children follow our main school timetable for arrival and departure. (8.45 a.m. - 3.15 p.m.)                    
 
We have designed a bespoke curriculumbuild on Cultural Capitalintroduc them to 21st Century Skills and awareness of their place as Global Citizens. 

It reflects Development Matters (The DfE Non statutory Curriculum Guidance for Early Years Foundation Stage); including breadth and ambition with high expectations of children to be the best they can be in what they achieve, and building on their baseline starting points.

Predominantly, the children in the FSU learn through play both indoors and out. In addition, the 
c
hildren are taught phonics, English and Maths in adult-led, whole-class and small group inputs. All adult-directed and child-initiated continuous provision activities are carefully planned for and differentiated, to cover all seven areas of learning outlined in the Early Years Framework (EYFS). Three areas, known as the prime areas, are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.

Prime areas:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Communication and Language
· Physical Development 
Specific areas:
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the world
· Expressive arts and design
We ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the three characteristics of effective learning:
· Playing and exploring - children will have opportunities to investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.
· Active learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy their achievements.
· Creating and thinking critically - we encourage and support children to have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.
Planning 

















Although all staff have contact and interact with all children in the class, on entry into the FSU, children are assigned a key worker. These named staff have special responsibilities to provide reassurance to their key children, so they feel safe and cared for. They also build a strong relationship with their parents. Staff meet parents once in the Autumn term to discuss how the children have settled and again in the Spring to discuss progress. At the end of each academic year a summative written report is sent home. This reflects the prime areas of learning for all children, and also the specific areas of maths and literacy for Reception. Examples of children demonstrating the characteristics of effective learning and work they are proud of, are recorded using the Tapestry App and shared with parents. 









 effects of eating too many sweet things and the importance of brushing your teeth.
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